
Manawa Karioi Society Inc. - Chairperson’s Report 2018-19 

The on-site aspects of this report cover the period 1 July 2018 – 31 August 2019 so 
that all the 2019 planting activity is covered; the financial aspects cover the Society’s 
financial year, 1 July 2018 – 30 June 2019. 

Once again I am pleased to report that the Society has had a very successful year, 
although the devastating fire in the marae buildings in June was a huge tragedy that 
is constantly in our minds.  

The buildings themselves were unique and a Wellington, if not a national, taonga; 
many of the items in the buildings were taonga too, and taken together, the buildings 
and their contents were a constant reminder of the life and contribution to society of 
kaumātua Bruce, the lives of his family and all those who worked with him, the lives 
of all those who have gained support from the marae and the lives of all those who 
have otherwise been touched in some way by Tapu Te Ranga marae.  

Kaumātua Bruce had always been clear that Manawa Karioi is part of the marae and 
until rebuilding takes place, Manawa Karioi will be the primary face of Bruce’s vision 
for the marae. 

Relations with the Tapu Te Ranga Trust and the marae whānau 

The Society has enjoyed regular and constructive contact with the marae whānau 
throughout the year and has maintained communication with the Trust, as required, 
through Dean Stewart (General Manager, Tapu te Ranga marae). 

On Sunday 23 June 2019, I represented the Society at the Maumahara 
(Remembrance) Service for the marae buildings. 
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The Kōmiti 

The Society had a larger Kōmiti in 2018-19 than it has had for a long time and 
benefited greatly from the increased input by Kōmiti members. Thank you Kōmiti 
members (Ross Gardiner, Vanessa Patea, Tom Box, Tim Owens, Kevin Thomas, 
Mary Thomas, Paul Blaschke, Papri Paul, Jerry van Lier, Grace Carr) – your efforts 
are absolutely critical and are what drives and enables everything that we accomplish 
at Manawa Karioi. 

Volunteers 

As always, we are critically dependent on volunteers. Ross Gardiner’s write-ups to 
publicise our working bees and Ness Patea’s attention to the website, fabulous 
photography and mastery of social media have resulted in a steady stream of 
volunteers.  

In 2018-19 we recorded at least 450 hours of on-site volunteer labour, worth at least 
$10,000: at least 400 volunteer hours at working bees and at least 50 volunteer 
hours from Kōmiti members at other times. Turnout at working bees ranged from 6 – 
30, with an average of 16. 

During the year we hosted three organized groups of volunteers: Rongotai College 
students, ANZ staff (through Volunteer Wellington), and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o 
Ngā Mokopuna students.  

In addition to their on-site work Kōmiti members have contributed substantial 
amounts of time organizing, keeping the accounts, fund-raising, collecting information 
for the signage project, etc. 

Planting and weed control 

Ross Gardiner again ably identified our planting needs and arranged for the supply of 
trees. As I noted in last year’s annual report, now that canopy cover has been 
achieved over most of the plantable area in Manawa Karioi, the focus is shifting from 
mass plantings of pioneer species to selective planting of late- succession and climax 
species.  

Planting during 2019 saw about 1250 trees planted during four planting bees in June 
and five in August. One of the August plantings was by staff from Tennent Brown 
Architects to offset their firm’s carbon emissions. 

Once again almost all of our trees for planting came from the WCC Berhampore 
Nursery – a very big ‘thank you’ to Wellington City Council for that – with a smaller 
number coming from Forest & Bird’s Highbury nursery and from the Southern 
Environment Association (SEA) – also a big ‘thank you’ to Forest & Bird and SEA.  

One whenua planting was made during the year. 

Ross Gardiner has also continued his good work controlling weeds – primarily 
blackberry, Japanese honeysuckle and tradescantia – and I have poisoned a 
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considerable number of wild cherries. Several infestations of asparagus fern have 
also been dealt with. 

Control of animal pests 

Up until now the Society has not attempted to control animal pests (mice, rats, stoats, 
possums, cats) in Manawa Karioi largely because of the very high risk of re-invasion 
from the land surrounding us. However with the advent of Predator Free groups 
across Wellington City this has changed. 

During the past year Chris Walsh, a resident of Rhine St and active supporter of 
Manawa Karioi, approached Predator Free Island Bay with an offer to run traplines in 
Manawa Karioi. Predator Free Island Bay was able to supply Chris with a number of 
traps (funded by the Nikau Foundation) and he has now begun his trapping 
operations. 

Trapping is now also taking place on, or being planned for, other conservation/ 
recreation land surrounding Manawa Karioi. WCC Biosecurity, Predator Free Island 
Bay and SEA are working together to put 70 traps into Tawatawa Reserve and 
trapping is taking place in Paekawakawa Reserve and McAllister Park. WCC 
Biosecurity is working with Predator Free Mount Cook to establish traps on Mt Albert 
and in due course intend working with the Berhampore Golf Course to have traps 
there (at present the only pest control on the Golf Course is for possums and rabbits). 

Encouraging recreational use 

Track maintenance 
Ross Gardiner has once again overseen the mowing of the tracks. During the past 
year he enlisted four volunteers to assist with this and we purchased new safety gear 
and a more comfortable harness for those using the strimmer for the mowing. 

Facilities development 

The last section of Union Road up to the historic reservoir was cleared and re-formed 
and several other short sections of track have been widened.  

Three seats with a view have been installed: at Greens Lookout, on Te Ahi Kā at the 
top of Te Whare Ahuru, and towards the northern end of Moemoeā high above the 
historic reservoir.  
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With some of the Trust House Foundation grant we have purchased a picnic table 
that we will install by the historic reservoir on 29 September. 
 

 ___ 
 
Two sections of linking track within Manawa Karioi remain on the ‘to do’ list: the 
upper section of Te Uma i Mokotia linking Greens Lookout to Moemoeā, and 
re-routing Whakaturanga just to the north of where it crosses Te Uma I Mokotia. 
 
WCC and SEA, with help from Conservation Volunteers, have begun forming the new 
track from Te Ahi Kā/Kōiwi Tohorā that will link Tawatawa Reserve with 
Paekawakawa Reserve. Some joint working bees on this track with SEA and 
Paekawakawa Trust are being planned for October/November. 
 
Signage project 
 
During the year, Ness Patea put a huge amount of work into pulling together the text 
and images for the five new panels to be put in the Information Shelter. The panel 
with the map showing the tracks and lookouts will also be installed at each of the six 
entrances to Manawa Karioi and at the historic reservoir. I assisted Ness with this 
work and with the design of the track markers. 
 

 
 

By the end of August Emily Efford had been engaged to do the graphic design work 
for the signage and was well into her task, Melanie Nelson had been engaged to 
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translate the text into te reo Māori, the first of the posts for the track markers had 
been put in and hopefully all the new signage will be in place before the end of 2019. 

Health and Safety 

Health and Safety briefings were given at the start of each working bee and to new 
volunteers taking up track mowing; we had no Health and Safety incidents during the 
year. 

A new helmet, visor and ear muffs were purchased to give better protection to those 
using the strimmer. Several large branches of the lone pine tree that had been 
broken in a storm and posed a hazard over the Moemoeā track were removed. 

Engagement with our neighbours 

Home of Compassion (HoC) 
The HoC is holding a Suzanne Aubert Heritage Centre Open Day on 3 November 
and as part of that the Sisters will be giving a talk about the Historic Reservoir and 
then conducting a guided walk up to it. Ross Gardiner has offered to mow a shorter 
access route from the HoC for them and some Manawa Karioi people will join the 
walk.  

Deidre Hanlon, the HoC Visitor Experience Manager, has written “It is wonderful how 
the restoration in the hills is taking hold with all the good work you are all doing. I 
sometimes take school groups to the reservoir and back and it is a highlight of their 
visit.” Deidre also notes that they put maps of the Manawa Karioi walks out in the 
Heritage Centre so that people can explore the hills and tracks. 

Providing access to part of Manawa Karioi for people in wheelchairs would be a 
lovely thing to be able to do. Peter Russell had identified that the flattish area from 
the HoC boundary up to the start of Union Road would be the only place where that 
would be practical but that access to it would need to be via vehicle access through 
the HoC and then a gate in the HoC fence. I raised this matter with the HoC during 
the year but they decided that they did not wish to give further consideration to 
providing access of this nature. 

During 2018 the HoC indicated that they wanted to develop their former tennis court 
and asked us to move our toolshed from it, so in November we moved the toolshed 
to its current site on the marae. 

Southern Environmental Association (SEA) 
We have continued to consult as necessary and work cooperatively with SEA who 
manage Tawatawa Reserve. During the past year consultation has been primarily 
around the Paekawakawa Link track and planting adjacent to it. SEA also provided 
us with about 100 plants.  

During 2019/20 we are considering developing a joint weed control strategy with SEA 
and Paekawakawa Reserve and having joint working bees on the Paekawakawa Link 
track. 
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Wellington City Council (WCC)
The Berhampore Golf Course and Tawatawa Reserve are WCC land. We have 
consulted with WCC Parks & Reserves staff about the installation of our map panel 
on WCC land at some of the entrances to Manawa Karioi and about the formation 
of the Paekawakawa Link track and planting in Tawatawa adjacent to Manawa 
Karioi. 

Engagement with the wider community 

The Society now has 382 people on its electronic contacts list, all of whom receive 
regular updates (put together by Ross Gardiner and Ness Patea). This has been an 
effective way of attracting the volunteers on whom the Society depends for getting its 
work done. 

Once again we ran a Guided Walk through Manawa Karioi in February: this year it 
attracted about 40 people. 

Apart from those who volunteer as individuals, as mentioned above, over the last 
year we have had volunteers from Rongotai College, ANZ, Tennent Brown Architects 
and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Ngā Mokopuna. 

As part of Mental Health Awareness Week Lisa Cunningham from the Island Bay 
Community Centre organized with us to have a picnic and various activities one 
afternoon in October on the flat area beside the HoC. Sadly, despite Lisa putting a lot 
of effort into the event it was poorly attended. 

We did not have a stall at the Island Bay Festival’s Day in the Bay this year but will 
consider doing so in 2020 (Sunday 9 February). 

During the year we had a flag banner made with the name Manawa Karioi and our 
logo on it; amongst other things the banner is useful as a marker for the location of 
working bees.  

We also had a display panel made with a photo of Union Road and three panoramas 
of Manawa Karioi taken from the same spot on Mt Albert in 1997, 2007 and 2018. 
The panoramas clearly show the substantial growth of the native forest over this 21 
year period.  
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The flag banner, the above display panel and a copy of the new map panel will 
provide effective publicity for Manawa Karioi when we attend events such as the 
Island Bay Festival or stage fund-raising events. 

Fundraising 

In March we were successful in getting a grant of $8396.00 from the Trust House 
Foundation to help with:  

- Enhancement of tracks and facilities (fuel & oil, maintenance of tools, safety
equipment, signage, picnic table, …)

- Planting and weed control (crystal rain, herbicide, …)
- Engagement with local community (website, social media, …)

We have not yet accessed the $5000.00 grant from the Walking Access Commission 
that we received last financial year for the public access (signage) project. This 
money is for the production and installation of the signage. 

Other sources of income during the year were: 
Moon Bar quiz evening:  $437.00 
ANZ volunteers:  $237.50 
Give-a-little page online:  $19.00 
Guided Walk:  $44.00 
Koha pillar @ Information Shelter:      $162.40 

Our other fundraiser for the year was a Tuatara Brewery Karma Keg, suggested by 
Kevin Thomas and then organized by Kevin, Mary Thomas and Jerry van Lier. The 
Karma Keg raised $884.00 for us – thank you Kevin and team.

Finances 
The Society ends the 2018/19 year in a satisfactory financial position. At 30 June 
2019 we had $7157.31 in the bank plus the $5000.00 grant from the Walking 
Access Commission. This is sufficient to complete the signage project, to cover the 
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coming year’s ongoing operational expenses (which are estimated to amount to 
$700 - $1,000) and to cover any modest unexpected one-off expenses.  

However, we will need to raise further funds this year for operational expenses 
beyond 2019/20 and for any special projects that we may embark on. 

Special thanks to Papri Paul, our Treasurer, who has again kept track of our 
finances over the year and prepared the annual accounts. And thanks also to 
Johanna Knox who has reviewed the annual accounts. 

Research and monitoring activities 
Wellington Botanical Society (WBS) visit 
In July 2018 WBS had a field visit to Manawa Karioi co-led by Paul Blaschke 
(Manawa Karioi) and Sunita Singh (WBS). WBS prepared a report on its visit. 

Jerry van Lier’s research 
Kōmiti member Jerry took Manawa Karioi as a case study for part of the thesis he 
wrote for his Masters of Environmental Studies at Victoria University during 2018 and 
2019. He was interested in community conservation as a space of learning and 
connection and his research looked at community-based conservation and how 
cross-cultural dialogue and knowledge sharing can further enhance the way that 
current conservation projects are carried out. 

People, Cities and Nature  
One of the themes of this nationwide multidisciplinary research programme into 
urban ecology is ‘Restoration Plantings’. This theme “is addressing the demand for 
new information on best practice in urban ecological restoration to support these 
projects. We are studying plantings throughout nine New Zealand cities to better 
understand the requirements for efficiency and success of restoration efforts of city 
councils and community groups”.  

Two research plots were established in Manawa Karioi in 2017/18 with the blessing 
of the Tapu te Ranga Trust and are being monitored by the researchers (in total there 
are 87 plots in the 9 cities). Further vegetation monitoring and new research on 
soil-vegetation relationships is being undertaken in the current year. 
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Registration of Manawa Karioi under the NZETS 

The Tapu te Ranga Trust has decided to seek to register Manawa Karioi under the 
NZ Emissions Trading Scheme in order to earn carbon credits. At the Trust’s request, 
I am managing this process for them.  

As a first step we have reached an agreement in writing with Dean Stewart on the 
location of the boundary between Manawa Karioi and the rest of the marae land. The 
Trust indicated that it wished to “go with” kaumātua Bruce’s views on this - thank you 
to Ross and Pete Russell for their valuable recollections of discussions over the 
years with Bruce regarding the potential use of different areas of the marae land. 

The year ahead 

Apart from the ongoing activities of weed control, planting and track maintenance, 
and the completion of the signage project, the following are matters/projects that the 
Society may wish to address over the coming year:  

Offering an opportunity for corporates to offset their carbon emissions by 
planting trees at Manawa Karioi 

- Tennent Brown Architects approached us mid-2019 to provide and plant 200
trees at Manawa Karioi to offset their year’s carbon emissions.  As we already
had the trees the firm made a donation to the Society in lieu of buying them
and 12 of their staff spent an afternoon in late August planting them.

- More and more businesses and other organisations (e.g. Victoria University)
are joining the movement to become carbon neutral and planting trees is a
common element of this.

- If we wish to encourage more of this activity at Manawa Karioi we need to
develop policies around it and then promote the opportunity.

Developing facilities/programmes to help people, especially children, develop 
their relationship with different elements of nature 

- Kaumātua Bruce always emphasized that he wanted Manawa Karioi to be a
place that helped people, especially children, come to understand that they
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are part of nature and to develop their relationship with different elements of 
nature.  

- As a first step towards this we gave a visiting French volunteer, Camille Eme,
the task of researching how best to facilitate giving visitors, especially
children, an in-forest educative experience. As part of this Camille interviewed
a number of people in Wellington who have experience in this area. Camille
has now returned to France but has provide us with a report setting out her
findings.

- On the new Map Panel showing the Manawa Karioi tracks we have identified
an as yet undeveloped Nature Trail.

Developing a sculpture trail at Manawa Karioi 

- This idea was raised at the 2018 AGM and could be further progressed.

Documenting the history of Manawa Karioi 

- I believe that it would be valuable to document the history of Manawa Karioi;
2021 will be the 30th anniversary of the start of the ecological restoration work.

- perhaps there could be a joint project with SEA (Tawatawa Reserve), Friends
of Owhiro Stream (FOOS) and Island Bay Nature Trust (Paekawakawa
Reserve) to document the history of ecological restoration in south
Wellington.

Discussion of whether, given the changes over the last 30 years, a Charitable 
Trust would now be a more appropriate form of governance for Manawa Karioi 
rather than an Incorporated Society 

- an Incorporated Society is based on membership, with members paying an
annual subscription. To conduct its business in a way that meets the
requirement of the law an Incorporated Society has to have a minimum
number of financial members present at its annual (and other) general
meetings and has to elect its officers (Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer,
Committee) each year at its annual general meeting.

- in today’s world, formal membership and attending meetings are unattractive
to many younger people for whom social media networks are King.

- a Charitable Trust is not membership-based. Trustees are appointed when
the Trust is formed and they, as the Trust Board, are then responsible for
running the organization. Only members of the Trust Board are required to
attend annual general meetings of the Trust, but the Trustees can invite
whomever they wish to attend the annual general meeting, or any other
meeting of the Trust Board. Generally the power to appoint additional, or
replacement, Trustees lies with the Trustees.

Chris Livesey 
Chairperson, Manawa Karioi Society 

21 September 2019 
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